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< A four-wheeled tipper, most likely 
based on a Leyland Buffalo tractor 
unit chassis, with a replacement 
front bumper incorporating new twin 
headlights, delivers a good load of 
tarmac to a road re-surfacing job. 
Note the name 'Boy George' many 
Maltese lorries carry different names. 


A A wartime Bedford OWL dropside, in 
the classic Maltese red and green livery, 
leaves the dock gates, carrying a load of 
drums. Tom was taken for a ride in this 
lorry. 


AAn LAD-cabbed Dodge 300 Series 
dropside from the 1960s in another 
typical Maltese colour scheme, blue 
and green, makes its way along the 
dock road, passing a slightly newer 
diesel-front Ford Transit 35 cwt. 
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A Seen waiting for a load at the Valletta docks is a Bedford OL dropside, still in front line service and looking extremely smart, even after over 30 years on the 
road. The funnels on the bonnet top and mesh bonnet sides aid the passage of air to the engine, most likely a replacement Perkins diesel. 

Cover image: A Bedford OY four-wheeler, dating from World War II, fitted with a water tank, working for the Maltese Public Works Department. This is one of 
number of vehicles like this which sport a Union Jack painted on its grille. 
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British Vehicles in Malta 


Tom Caren’s Holiday Pictures 





T his issue of the Road Haulage Archive 
series is based on a scrapbook 
which Tom Caren, Show Manager 
at the British Motor Museum at Gaydon, 
put together over 25 years ago, containing 
pictures of vehicles he saw in Malta, while on 
holiday there in June 1986 and June 1989. 

In his introduction he wrote: "These 
scenes are reminiscent of the roads of 
Brtain almost twenty years ago and, simply 
by changing the number plates, you could 
be forgiven for imagining a typical British 
roadside or dockyard scene on a hot 
summer's day in the mid-1960s. 

"The vehicles shown and described in 
this book are indeed a tribute to the British 
vehicle manufacturers concerned, many of 
which have since ceased to exist. I would 
imagine that in 20 years' time, many of these 
vehicles could still be earning their keep. 

"A holiday in Malta is strongly 
recommended, not only for the friendliness 
of the Maltese people and the sunshine, 
but also to observe these vehicles at close 
quarters." 

Tom was on holiday in Malta with his 
wife, Michaela, to whom he dedicated 
the scrapbook, for having to constantly 
'endure' his hobby of lorries and transport. 
They apparently came to an understanding 
that, each morning, while she sun-bathed, 
he could go to the docks in Valetta, to 
photograph the lorries there, returning to 
spend the rest of the day in the usual holiday 
pursuits. He became quite friendly with the 
lorry drivers, who were pleased to have him 


A Many building as well as transport companies in Malta used Bedford J Type tippers like this one. 


A An Austin Cambridge A60 Estate from the early 
1960s, still in reasonably good condition, most likely 
now with a BMC diesel engine once powerinq a taxi 
in the UK. 


A The Morris grille on this J2 van shows it dated from the late 1950s rather than later, but it was still going 
strong in Malta. 


photograph their vehicles at work. 

He gathered many of the resulting pictures 
in a scrapbook with captions, which he called 
'British Road Transport in Malta Today', to 
which we have added more from his files to 
create this publication. 

Malta has long been known to enthusiasts 
for the wonderful, almost timeless nature 
of its vehicle 'pare', with many of the 
commercial vehicles in particular dating back 
many years. There has always been a strong 
British influence on the island - driving on 
the left, for example - and many vehicles 
which came to the island with the armed 
forces from World War II onwards have been 
retained and put to use by the local people. 

In addition, Malta has been a keen export 
market for second-hand as well as new 
British vehicles. This might seem surprising, 
as Italy is only a few hundred miles away, and 
many of its lorries were right hand drive until 
recently. 

Along with other places where there have 
been similar influences, such as Cyprus, the 
Maltese people have become extremely 
well-practised in 'make do and mend', when 
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< Old and not so old; the Canadian Dodge dating 
from the late 1940s, while the Ford D Series would 
have hit the UK roads in the late 1960s, a mere 20 
years old when photographed. 

preserved, both in Malta and back in the UK, 
but it's great to be able to see them at work, 
in their colourful Maltese liveries. 

We've covered the whole vehicle scene, 
with cars, vans, lorries, buses and even 
mobile cranes, as there were so many of 
all these vehicles still in use on the Maltese 
roads which, even 30 years ago, would have 
been a rare sight in the UK, other than at a 
rally. <S* 


it comes to vehicles, the buses, lorries, vans 
and cars often not being quite what they 
might at first seem, with radical mechanical 
'make-overs'- with diesel engines, often 
more modern and powerful versions, plus 
other up-dates, keeping what might appear 
out-moded vehicles fit for the tasks they are 
currently faced with. 

This way of working has been eroded 
in recent years, most notably with Malta's 
wonderful antique bus fleet being replaced 
with modern vehicles since the island joined 
the European Union. This makes this look 
back to around 30 years ago all the more 
interesting and poignant for us now. Some 
of the survivors from this time are now being 

> Loaded up with sacks, ready to leave the docks, 
between a Bedford TK and an artic trailer, was an 
uncharateristically scruffy-looking Gardner-powered 
Foden S80 eight-wheeler. 




A A typical scene at the dockside, with a Leyland Ergo-cabbed six-wheeler and artic and a Scammell Handyman from the Salvu Meli fleet being loaded direct from 
the ship by the company's Coles mobile crane, with fuel oil in drums - much of the island's fuel being imported in this way at the time. 
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British Vehicles in Malta 


Cars 

T here was a significant number of 
older cars still in everyday use in 
Malta 25-30 years ago, mingling 
with more modern types. Many of them had 
been modernised in various ways, with diesel 
conversions relatively common. Popular 
choices were the small BMC and Perkins 
diesels, taken from taxis and vans dating from 
the 1960s. More recently, small Japanese 
engines have become the up-dating choice. 
Most of the cars seen here remained 
relatively standard in appearance. 

> An unusual Austin A70 Hereford saloon, 
which had been converted to diesel power. The 
bodywork was still in excellent condition, but 
notice the single wiper blade. It obviously doesn't 
rain too often in Malta. The A70 is being overtaken 
by a then more modern Morris Marina, while there 
is a now very rare Ford Anglia 105E estate parked 
across the road. 



A A petrol-engined Austin A40 Devon saloon. There were still quite a number of mid-1950s Austins on the road in Malta in the late 1980s. In the 
background can be seen a Ford Escort Mk I, a vehicle which was then beginning to disappear from British roads, with few standard models left these days. 












Cars 



A A Ford Popular 103E or the preceding Anglia 
E494A model dating from some time in the 1950s, 
looking perfectly standard, makes its way along the 
road beside the docks in Valletta. Behind is an Aus¬ 
tin A40 Farina and parked to the right is a Triumph 
Herald.12/50. 


> Fords were very popular for many years in Malta 
and Zephyrs and Zodiacs were no exception. These 
were commonly used as taxis and were mainly 
diesel-powered. Here we see Mk 3 and Mk 2 Zeph¬ 
yrs waiting at a taxi rank in Sliema. 


> Tom befriended some of the lorry drivers while he was in Malta and ended up 
having a ride in a Bedford OWL, from which he took this picture, showing two 
rather non-standard Ford 100E saloons, among other period vehicles on the road. 


IERPAC 
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A A 'Teddy-boy's Dream', a Ford Consul Mk 2, dating from the late 1950s, basking in the Maltese sunshine, sporting a very period-looking sun-visor. 


























A A couple of years newer, this 'Audax' Series II Hilman Minx is equally smart 
and original-looking, although there could be a diesel engine lurking under the 
bonnet. 


A Arguably less fortunate, this similar Singer Gazelle has been subjected to 
some mild customising and fancy paintwork, but is still on the road, which is 
more than can be said for the majority of its sisters which stayed in Britain. 



An early 'Low-light' Morris Minor from the turn of 
the 1950s, with just a few non-original features, in 
front of a slightly newer Standard Eight. 
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A An early 1960s Morris Oxford Traveller', obviously still working 
hard for its owner. With such a full load and no wing mirrors, 
the driver couldn't see the then quite recent Volkswagen Golf 
following, now also a classic in its own right. 

> This Morris Minor four-door saloon, dating from the mid-1950s, 
has been subjected to some mild customising, with a chrome 
grille, which gives the finishing touch, and almost looks in better 
condition than the day it was made. 


A Apart from the non-original smaller-sized wheels, this Morris Minor is 
another un-molested example, which appears to be doing duty as a driver 
tuition vehicle. It is sitting in front of a number of (slightly) more modern cars. 


A Another smart-looking Morris from the early 1950s, an 'MO' Oxford. This 
would originally have had a side-valve 1500 cc petrol engine, but a BMC diesel 
would have been easy to fit as a replacement. 
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> A Morris 8 Series II from the mid-1980s, still in regular use with 
its owner, complete with a picnic basket on the rear luggage rack. 
It was perhaps a pity there was no English countryside available 
for a picnic, but the weather was a lot better in Malta. 





A A little newer, but equally immaculate was this early post-war Morris 10 
saloon. The whitewall tyres strike a surprising note, but it must have been 
wonderful to see such a vehicle being driven around like this. 


A Maybe in need of a wash, thanks to the dusty Maltese roads, but in fine 
fettle - even the 'trafficator' on the door pillar is working - this early post-war 
H Type Vauxhall 10, seen leading a Morris Minor pick-up past the docks. 



A A Vauxhall Velox 'E' Type from the early 1950s, complete with a period sun-visor, most practical in Malta, is framed by two lorries, including a Ford D 
Series, seeming very modern by contrast. 
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Vans and Pick-ups 



A As Tom wrote in his original scrapbook, Austin and Morris did well in the light commercial market in Malta, although there were fewer heavier BMC vehicles. 
The Austin A60-based 'half-ton', now a favourite with preservationists in the UK, was popular as both a van and pick-up. Here is a van, with the later style grille 
and front panels from the mid to late 1960s. 


B ack in the late 1980s, on the Maltese 
roads, there were plenty of light 
commercials of types we would have 
remembered from a couple of decades 
previously, with a definite emphasis on 
British-built vehicles. Some look as if they 
have spent their whole lives in Malta, while 
others are more likely to have been exported 
to enjoy a second life, working in the 
Mediterranean sunshine. 

Many of these had been subjected to 
various degrees of re-building, both bodily 
and mechanically. The former changes are 
obvious from the pictures, while we can 
safely say that most would now be powered 
by various small diesel engines, although 
we don't have the evidence from our ears, 
nor can we see clouds of smoke in any of 
the pictures, which is pretty good. It would 
be nice to think that some of these vehicles, 
as with the cars and lorries, are still faithfully 
serving their owners today, in spite of 
the influx of Japanese and other modern 
models. 



A This Austin half-ton pick-up, with the earlier style grille, looks rather over-loaded with timber. It had 
been rebuilt with a new dropside body to the rear of the cab, with provision for a canvas tilt. The rear 
overhang and the lack of fuel tank filler cap would be frowned upon today. 














A Another Austin half-ton pick-up, with a rather more stylish body rebuild, closer to the original, apart from the chrome and painted side-flash. With the later- 
type grille and a sun-visor fitted, it is again carrying a good load, of timber pallets, as it passes some lorries, a Ford Transit van, Triumph Herald and Ford Capri, 
on the road to the docks we will see in a number of pictures here. 




< In remarkably 
original condition, 
apart from a 
repaint with some 
intricate lining 
out, a new tilt 
and the addition 
of indicators, this 
wartime Austin 
'Tilly' was still in 
use 40 years later, a 
real survivor. There 
are a couple of 
Bedford TK lorries 
in the background. 


A With the sun reflected from its windscreen, a 
pick-up converted from a 1960s Austin Cambridge 
A60 saloon or estate, is seen passing, followed by 
a 1970s Audi 100 saloon. The capacity of V 2 ton 
can be seen, painted on the nearside wing. 


> An Austin-badged 'LD' high-top van, of the type 
favoured by UK bakers, laundries and others in the 
past, parked at the roadside. A well-used looking 
Austin A60 or Morris Oxford 'Farina' estate is 
parked opposite. 
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< An example of the 1 ton low-roof Austin LD van, 
once to be seen in every UK high street, is here 
parked at the docks. 


Y An early split-windscreen Bedford CA van from 
the mid-1950s, pretty original, apart from the 
cut-away 'spats' over the rear wheels, parked with 
some cars which don't seem to have fared so well, 
left to right, an Austin 1100, a Ford Anglia 105E 
and a 1960s Opel saloon. 


V Another Bedford CA, with a one-piece screen 
and the style of grille from the late 1950s-early 
1960s, drives along the dock road, with the classic 
'air conditioning' system in operation - the sliding 
door is open. A Hillman Imp, Ford Consul Mk I and 
Cortina are visible in the background, along with 
the Transit van and Capri seen earlier. 
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Y Yet another Bedford van, a later long wheelbase 
CAL, sporting the later style grille from the mid- 
1960s with a diesel badge, with sliding doors open, 
of course, showing the popularity of the type in 
Malta - just as it had been earlier in the UK. Tom 
reckons that about 20% of the commercials he saw 
in Malta were Bedfords. 



A Left: A more workaday Bedford CA pick-up, carrying some lengthy timbers. Right: A Bedford CF parcel van, of a type which seemed quite common on our 
roads during the 1970s, still in use with the Malta Post Office. Below: A very tidy and original Commer 'Express' van, based on the mid-1950s Hillman Minx. This 
one has the smaller grille from the 'Audax'-style Minx from the late 1950s. The capacity marked on the nearside wing is 3 A ton, whereas this model would have 
been considered a V 2 ton vehicle in the UK. 





















> Another late 1950s Commer Express van, which 
has had side windows added. This type would be a 
real rarity in the UK these days. 


Y Carrying signwriting for C Ciscaldi 
Confectionery, here is a Diesel-badged Commer 
PA van, with the grille fitted in the mid-1960s. The 
Ford Cortina Mk 2 in the background has some 
fancy slotted wheels. 


BIRDSEYE 
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> A later Commer BB 1 tonner, with a refrigerated 
box body in the livery of Bird's Eye Frozen Foods, 
in s style which harks back to the 1960s. 



A A Commer Superpoise Vh ton dropside pick-up, dating from the mid-1950s, 
contrasting with the modern Datsun to the rear. 



A A Fordson E494C van from around 1950, which would originally have 
had the 1172cc side-valve engine fitted, rather than the 993cc for the home 
market. Tom says the driver was so busy having his photograph taken, he 
didn't notice he was 'cutting up' the Ford Escort Estate in the background... 


































British Vehicles in Malta 


> An example of the bigger Ford E83W 10 cwt van, which has a number of 
embellishments and is in such good condition it looks as if it had never worked 
and would win prizes in a rally these days. 


HOVER 


< Another picture of a Ford E494C van, this time with side windows fitted, 
parked with other classics, like a Ford Escort and Triumph 13/60 saloon, but 
look at the splendid 'Muscats' garage in the background, with signs for 'British 
Leyland', 'Jaguar', 'Rover', 'Goodyear' and 'Alfa Romeo'. 


A A pick-up version of the 
Ford E83W, another from 
the early post-war years, 
which was being used to 
carry a small load of flour 
from the docks in Valletta 
for a local baker. A Bedford 
TJ dropside is parked in the 
background. 


< Looking as if it had just 
come out of the showroom 
was this Ford Thames 300E 
5 cwt van, parked outside a 
dockside bar. 


''''niO'' 
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> Although the side windows fitted 
make this look like a Ford 'Squire' 
estate car, this was actually a Thames 
300E 7 cwt van, carrying some rugs on 
the roof-rack. 


Y A Diesel-badged Ford Thames 400E 
van from the late 1950s-early 1960s, 
still working hard. These vans were very 
popular in Malta, along with the pick-up 
version, as they were in the UK, until 
superceded by the Transit in 1965. 




Y 1: A Ford Thames 
pick-up, fitted with 
a framework which 
would have been used 
to carry sheets of 
glass or similar loads. 

2: The Ford Anglia 
305E van from the 
early 1960s was 
another model 
popular in Malta - as 
it had been in the UK, 
of course - like this 
one seen with classic 
Foden, Scammell and 
Bedford lorries in the 
background. 
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A Another diesel Transit, this time with a covered dropside body, used as a 
mobile greengrocers vehicle, which had just been picking up fresh fruit from 
the docks. Tom says the Transit could be seen all over Malta in many forms and 
was one of the more popular light commercial chassis. 


A Now extremely rare in the UK, there would be many enthusiasts pleased to 
see this Ford Anglia 305E 5 cwt pick-up - however battered - although the rear 
end has been rebuilt, as this was a converted van. 


A Naturally, the Ford Transit was 
popular in Malta, as everywhere else, 
and is represented here by this early 
diesel-fronted short wheelbase van, 
working for the local Post Office. 


> A bigger Ford A Series, again 
forming the basis of a greengrocer's 
mobile shop. Quite a few of these 
A Series were used in this way, but 
were not the most popular vehicle 
for other uses. An old 'Tri-ang Toys' 
sign hangs from a shop in the top 
right hand corner of the picture. 



























4 



A The Morris half-ton pick-up has always been relatively rare in Britain, but there seemed to be an abundance of these vehicles in Malta, a rugged hard-working 
machine. 



A To prove the point, here is another Morris half-ton pick-up, looking very smart as it makes its way along a sunny boulevard. 










1: As well as the Morris half-ton pick-up with the later Cowley-style front panels, there were 
examples of the earlier 'MO'-style pick-up like this one. 

2 : The reliable and simple to maintain Morris Minor van was another popular choice as a light 
commercial in Malta. 


3 & 4 : The Morris Minor pick-up was as popular as the van, although often to be seen with 
replacement rear panels as here. 
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A The style of Morris grille dates this J2 mini-bus 
to the late 1950s. This type of van remained in 
service with the Maltese Post Office in the late 
1980s, long after the many used by the GPO in 
Britain had been disposed of. 


< Another Morris J2 with a box body of the type 
favoured by bakeries in the UK. Another type 
where the sliding doors were welcome in the 
Maltese climate. 


> The Morris J4 
was also still to be 
seen in regular use 
on Maltese roads, in 
spite of the Japanese 
competition. 


- 
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A This BMC J4 van was in use with a local sign 
company. These were good, reliable, trusty 
vans, with the same running gear as the Austin 
Cambridge/Morris Oxford range, making them 
easy and cheap to maintain. 


> A Standard Vanguard pick-up, with the Phase II 
grille, dating from the early 1950s. The RAF had 
a large number of these in service at tha time 
and Malta was home to various military bases, so 
this could be the source of this vehicle. It has the 
longer loadbed sometimes fitted to this model. 


< Another Standard Vanguard pick-up, this time with a Phase I grille. Even 
re-engined and re-panelled, it was still doing well at around 40 years old in 
the late 1980s. 


> Another conversion of a saloon car to a pick-up, this time a 
Wolseley 16/60. It is a pity BMC did not make this type of vehicle 
in Britain, although it was made in Argentina in the 1960s. 




. 
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A No messing about, this Series II Land Rover, possibly ex-military with the double bumpers, is towing the somewhat down-at-heel Commer VA tanker on a 
chain. 



A A Forward Control 1 Ton Land Rover, dating from the early 1960s, which was used for towing and was also fitted with a loading crane. 
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Four-Wheeled Lorries 


N ot surprisingly, given the road system 
on the island of Malta, with mainly 
short-distance hauls over narrow roads, 
four-wheeled lorries made up the majority of the 
vehicle fleet, although larger capacity vehicles 
were making their mark even 30 years ago, in 
line with the worldwide move to containerisation 
and bulk shipments. 

The most popular lorries were always 
Bedfords, followed by Dodges, Fords and 
Leylands. In the late 1980s, some of them dated 
back as far as World War II, working alongside 
newer vehicles. Many of these had been subject 
to varying degrees of rebuilding in the customary 
Maltese fashion, with up-dated mechanical parts 
and locally-built new or converted bodywork. 
Maltese lorry bodies have always tended to have 
a style all of their own, although other lorries 
look as if they have been pressed into service, 
just as they left the UK after their first career on 
our roads. 

Perhaps one of the most interesting facets 
of road haulage in Malta is that you could see 
lorries from different decades, still working side 
by side with more modern types. There can also 
be the occasional apparent anachronism, such as 
a platform lorry from the 1950s, carrying modern 
one ton bulk bags or an ISO container, although 
the pictures here show that palletisation had 
yet to take over from 'hand-balling' loads to the 
extent it had in the UK and elsewhere. 


A Surprisingly, this is the only AEC in this section, a somewhat battered Mercury two-axle dropside, with 
the Park Royal split-screen cab fitted from the mid-1950s onward. It looks as though souvenir hunters, 
not content with the badge, have taken the whole grille. Is the driver's mate holding his door shut? The 
load of bags is unusually on pallets, some over-width, so the dropside is left down, while there is a chain 
dragging at the rear, possibly anti-static. A Ford D Series in the same livery is following. 

Y An Albion Clydesdale 'Super Six' dropside with the LAD cab, in the classic mainly red and green livery 
used on many lorries in Malta. 
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A This Albion Clydesdale was 
probably fitted with a tipper body, 
but was not being used as such 
when photographed on the road in 
Valletta. Notice the Morris Ital van to 
the rear and Triumph 1300 going the 
other way. 

> The only Austin FF from the 
early 1960s which Tom saw while 
on holiday in Malta, with a six ton 
tipping body and BMC diesel engine. 
These BMC models were surprisingly 
rare on the island. 



A An Albion Clydesdale from later in the 1960s, fitted with the Ergomatic cab. The tipper body has twin rams and high sides, probably for grain haulage. 
















A A Bedford TJ 3-tonner with a covered dropside body, possibly used 
as a mobile shop. The chromed bumper and grille give a very American 
look, compared with the plainer painted version. 

> Another Bedford TJ, a one-tonner with single rear wheels, in use as 
a kerosene tanker. This fuel was still the main fuel used for cooking and 
lighting, especially in the outlying areas of Malta. 

Y An earlier lightweight Bedford TA, in use as a breakdown truck; 
the crane is just visible to the rear of the cab. There's a smart-looking 
Morris Marina van to the rear. 




























A A few of the preceding Bedford K Type 
from the late 1940s were still working in 
Malta at 40 years old when Tom was there. 
This one looks in fine fettle, carrying a load 
of sacks away from the docks. 

> One of the stars of the Malta lorry scene 
in the late 1980s has to be this Bedford OWL 
5-tonner, dating from the days of World War 
II. The dropside was fitted with a Perkins 
diesel engine. Tom asked the owner-driver 
how he managed to keep such an old vehicle 
on the road. He said that he just went to his 
local car spares shop and could buy most of 
the items required, including engine parts, 
off the shelf. Notice the Union Jack-painted 
grille. 



An early post-war 
Bedford OL dropside, 
which shows some signs 
of modernisation, like 
flashing indicators, a 
larger mirror and new- 
style window rubbers. 
It was being loaded by 
hand with sacks of flour 
when photographed. 
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A A brightly-liveried Bedford OL dropside, sporting a sun-visor on the cab 
front and mesh bonnet sides, in excellent condition throughout. You wouldn't 
expect to see a lorry from around 1950 being loaded by a fork-lift like this. 
The bags on the pallets are marked Tate & Lyle'. 



A The lettering on the side of this lorry of Coleiro Wine says: "Malta Sunshine 
in Every Bottle" and it would be sure to taste better for being delivered by 
this Bedford TA from the early 1950s. 



A Another nice Bedford OL 5-tonner in the service of a local bakery. Many 
lorries appear to have been double-manned, presumably because of the hand 
loading. The Bedford 'O' Series was one of the most popular models in use in 
Malta and seen all over the island with different bodies. Bedfords - you really 
did 'see them everywhere'... 





A Workmen standing in the back of lorries were a regular sight in Malta, but 
you wouldn't expect to see a lady, but this one is riding on a Bedford 'TD' 
from the late 1950s, making its way past an assortment of classic vehicles on 
its way to the docks. 


Y A Bedford J6 with an interesting composite body, part dropside, probably fitted with tipping gear, but also a metal cover for delivery work. 
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Right and below: The Bedford J6 6-tonner with the later style grille was built 
for export for many years and was another of the most abundant commercial 
vehicles to be seen in Malta, both as a short wheelbase tipper or a long 
wheelbase dropside. Examples of both are seen here. 



A The old and the not so old. Tom captured a seemingly timeless scene, typical of the roads of Malta, with a Bedford J6 short wheelbase tipper from the early 
1960s, passing a similar Bedford O Type lorry from the late 1940s. 























A A 'Big Bedford' S Type tanker is seen here topping up a local garage 
with fuel. Notice the British influence on the island with the name, 'Brighton 
Garage'. Note also the makeshift warning marker, an old Esso 5 gallon drum 
with a flag: not a cone to be seen... 



A Another Bedford S Type tanker, with the later grille from the late 1950s. It is 
marked 'Agriculture' on the driver's door and looks as if it was being used to 
water the plants in the communal gardens. 
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A Another late 1950s Bedford S Type 7 ton dropside, in the classic red and green livery, with the Sammut Transport name signwritten on the doors in the classic 
Maltese style, making its way through Valletta from the docks. 
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A A Bedford TK lightweight from the 1960s, fitted with a multi-door 
refrigerated body, ideal for the delivery of 'Lyons Maid' ice cream to the shops. 


A A Bedford TK dropside, again dating from the 1960s, finished in the smart 
two-tone blue livery of a Valletta-based company. 




A Joseph Calleja of Marsa, in the South-east of the island, used this Bedford TK 5-tonner, unkindly named 'Boneshaker', for the distribution of 'Golden Choice 
Products'. 


A A Bedford TK 7 ton tipper used for hauling grain for use in animal 
feedstuffs from cargo ships to the processing plant. The livery of the vehicle is 
very smart and all the Andrews vehicles were in a similar condition. 


A Some running repairs and a repaint appear to be in progress on this 
Bedford TK tipper, seen with a CA van, between the main road and some 
houses. 

































A Another Bedford TK 7 ton tipper sits at the side of the road in Sliema, with a good load of sand, in front of a line of different classic cars. As usual in Malta, it 
has been beautifully painted and lined, with the name 'Leave Me Alone'. 



A Despite the double front bumper, this is a Bedford TK, not the larger KM. It is seen delivering to a building site where, amazingly, the site hut can be identified 
as an old British Railways ventilated van body, which you would not expect to see so far from home. The 'Freeman' name on the headboard could also hark back 
to a previous life in the UK. Note the Volkswagen Beetle and Morris Marina parked on the right, and the 'Tri-ang Toys' concreted in to support the kerb. Tom says 
what a waste of a classic advertising sign! 
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A This tipper, in the livery of the Green Construction Co of Salina, is a Bedford 
KM 10-tonner, although in practice the smaller TK models would probably carry 
as much. It is seen passing a Ford Escort Mk I van and a Volkswagen TL Fastback. 


A A Bedford KM long wheelbase platform lorry leaves the docks with a load in 
sacks. There will be another session of hard work unloading them again at the 
destination, although removing the ropes will require no effort - there aren't any. 



A Coming up-to-date - well in 
the late 1980s, anyway - here is a 
Bedford TL, with a low-roofed box 
body. The Wrangler name on the side 
was more likely to refer to the jeans 
worn by the jolly crew than the load 
carried. 

< The BMC Mastiff 16 ton rigid was 
a popular model in Britain and this 
late 1960s example had found its way 
to Malta and seen here being loaded 
with bags of cement at the docks. 

















A Looking quite modern by Maltese standards, although a good 20 years old 
when photographed, here is a badge-less BMC Mastiff or similar chassis, fitted 
with a high-sided body and lorry loader for Waste Control Services Ltd. 




A A mid-1960s Commer VA, almost definitely fitted with a Perkins diesel 
engine, emerges into the sunlight, while making deliveries of that worldwide 
favourite fizzy drink. 



r ^ 


A A Commer Superpoise 4-tonner, built in the late 1950s. The vehicle, owned 
by Malta Drydocks, is seen here engaged on repairs to the monument at 
Valletta bus station, along with a Coles crane. 
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A By coincidence, also fitted with a Hiab lorry loader, this BMC Laird platform 
lorry from the Andrews fleet was seen leaving the docks, loaded with a steel 
hopper, passing an early 1950s Leyland Beaver. 



A The twin headlights suggest this is a a TS3 diesel-powered Commer 
Maxiload, with a covered tipping body for grain or animal feed. 



A A rather dusty Commer Superpoise. The diesel badge on the bonnet side 
suggests a Perkins diesel engine. These vehicles were never common in 
Britain, as normal control models were losing favour during the late 1950s, but 
made up for this with export sales like this one. 
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A A Commer QX from the mid-1950s, which most likely was fitted with a TS3 
diesel. The platform body is reminiscent of the type fitted to similar vehicles 
operated by Rugby Portland Cement at that time. The load of modern bulk 
bags being loaded direct from the ship looks strange on a vehicle of this age. 




A This Dodge 300 Series with a high¬ 
sided tipping body has a number 
of embellishments on its LAD cab, 
including an AEC triangular badge 
and 'Sprit of Ecstacy', plus the names 
'Red Arrow' and 'Kings of the Road'. 


< One of the more recent vehicles 
seen by Tom in the late 1980s 
was this Dodge dropside with the 
'Commando' cab, which wouldn't 
have been much more than 10 years 
old when photographed. 


Y Another Dodge 7-tonner in the 
Zammit Bros Transport fleet, makes 
its way through the town with a full 
load of those one ton bulk bags. 






















A The Maltese seemed to have little problem with loading pallets or packing cases overhanging the sides of the platform, and leaving the dropsides down while 
travelling, as seen here on this Dodge, a practice which would be frowned upon in the UK. Note the chain dragging at the rear. 
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A Apparently, if you ordered a bathroom suite, it would be delivered to you 
from the plumbers' merchant on this LAD-cabbed Dodge from the fleet of 
Magri Bros Transport. 


A This Dodge G Series was so recent when pictured in the late 1980s, 
delivering Coca Cola, it even had the Renault 'lozenge' on its grille. It's 
another type rarely seen these days. 



A A long wheelbase Dodge 500 or K Series platform lorry, rated as a 
10-tonner, in the fleet of Gurmi Bros Transport Contractors, seen leaving the 
docks with a good load of large cardboard cartons. 


A A kerosine tanker, based on a 1940s Canadian Dodge (we'll consider this 
along with the vehicles actually built in Britain, as it probably found its way 
to Malta thanks to the British Army). It was pictured here at the fish market, 
while its driver took a break from his deliveries - note the motley range of 
containers used. 



Quite a number of these Canadian Dodges from the 1940s 
were used alongside the Bedford O models in Malta, as both 
lorries and buses. This dropside is leaving the docks with a load 
of sacks, taking the crew along to unload at the destination. 
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< A Dodge K500 tipper, with the rear wheels up on blocks, 
so the load could be tipped straight into a dumper, to cut 
down on the manual work. Notice the driver on the left, in 
fairly standard dress of shorts, sandals and a cloth on his 
head to keep off the sun. 


> A Ford D Series fitted with a tank 
body. The blue light and two-tone 
horns on top of the cab indicate this 
vehicle was used by the fire brigade 
as a water carrier. 


Y A Ford D Series tipper of Marsa 
Flour Mills Ltd carrying a good load 
of grain from the docks to the mill. 
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A Malta is one of those places 
where there always seems to be a 
lot of building work going on. This 
early Thames Trader 7 ton tipper, 
looking slightly worse for wear, is 
actually carrying a compressor in 
its body. 


A The Ford D1000 tipper seen 
behind the Trader, both in the fleet of 
contractor, A Carmelo Galea, seen being 
loaded with stone from a demolished 
building. The D Series could be seen all 
over the island in various guises in the 
1980s. 


< It says 'Let Me Pass' on the front of 
the Ford D Series tipper seen here, in 
a classic blue and green livery, but the 
driver of the Morris Marina might have 
had other ideas. 
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A This smartly turned-out Ford D Series delivered Sunura Fruit Squashes. It 
was being followed here by another D Series with a tipper body and a Bedford 
OL dropside. 



A A shorter wheelbase Thames Trader 7 ton tipper, in the blue and green, of 
Abela Bros Building Contractors. 



A A Thames Trader, sporting the later grille from the early 1960s, with a 
longer wheelbase and steel tipper body, in the livery of the Mid Sea Ship 
Repair Yard. 



A Tom says the good old Thames Trader was one of his personal favourites. 
This 7 ton dropside was is use with a local sanitary ware company and 
seen carrying a load of new baths and toilets. This version was built 1957- 
1961, after which a slightly altered grille was used with the word 'Trader' 
incorporated. 
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A A Ford D Series box van, with embellishments on the cab and body, 
including the chrome strip across the cab front panel usually used to 
distinguish the larger models in the D Series range. If F Borg & Sons of 
Siggiewi looked after your furniture in transit as well as they looked after their 
lorry, then you had no worries. 


A A Ford D Series with the later style plastic grille, in use by a fuel company, 
which also had a Volvo F86 six-wheeled tanker. 



A A slightly scruffy bonneted Ford Thames Trader K Series water tanker of the Public Works Department. This type was used more in hotter countries, although 
there were few in Malta. Notice the Canadian Dodge-based bus in the background. 



A 'Naughty But Nice' was a Ford D Series 'Turbo' 10-tonner, along with 
another showing detail differences to its cab trim. 


A A Ford D Series box van, used by GDL - General Distributors Ltd - to 
delivery goods such as 'Focus Gets Clothes Cleanest Brightest' advertised on 
the side. 
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A But for the bright sunshine, this could be a scene from UK docks 20 years 
earlier, as a Ford D Series leads a Bedford TK in the same livery into the 
docks, while a Bedford TA drinks lorry waits to go round the roundabout 
towards the town. 


A A Karrier Bantam dropside, probably also a tipper, dating from the 1960s, 
with the later BLSP (British Light Steel Pressings) cab with the larger single 
screen, in use by the local Telephones company. It looks as if it has had 
problems with cooling, judging by the rust marks from the radiator cap. 


> Another 1960s Karrier Bantam - although carrying 'Commer' lettering 
above the grille, this time with a Luton van body, lettered 'Joinwell', 
presumably used to deliver a joinery company's products. It was being 
followed by a Ford Transit long wheelbase minibus, with the early diesel 
front panel. 


;jiai* 
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A As so often the case with lorries in 
Malta, not quite what it seems. This 
tipper, with the later raised style of 
Ergomatic cab, was actually a Leyland 
Buffalo, originally a tractor unit, so there 
would be plenty of power for a 10 ton 
load. 


V This LAD-cabbed Leyland Comet 
looks as if a new front off-side spring 
might be a good idea. It's not looking as 
smart as lorries in Malta usually do, but 
still doing the job with a good load. 


A A Leyland Comet 90, popularly 
known as The Flyer'. This model 
caused quite a stir when introduced, 
with its Trans-Atlantic styling and 
rugged looks, but proved to be 
popular at home and abroad, with 
large numbers exported. This one 
was rated for 5 tons, but looks as if it 
might have been carrying more. The 
loading is typical of the way pallets 
were loaded in Malta. Notice the tin 
at the front of the load, all set to put 
another dent in the cab or the driver! 
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< Another rather scruffy l_AD-cabbed Leyland, a 
tanker in the fleet of the local fuel company, which 
doesn't seem to have looked after its lorries as 
well as most Maltese operators. 


> Another Leyland Buffalo, this time with a tank 
body. It's not clear whether it's pumping clean 
water in - or dirty water out... 


Y Really not quite what it seems. This Leyland 
was actually an AEC Mercury 10-tonner, on 
which the original cab had deteriorated over the 
years and the transplant of another Ergomatic 
cab resulted in a re-badging as well. 


H lUttllilWWl HlftlllHIUJll 
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A The Leyland Two Tonner with the 
LAD cab from the mid-1960s was a 
rarity in the UK, never mind about 
this one exported to Malta, which 
was looking remarkably good over 
20 years later. 


A An earlier Leyland Beaver 7-tonner, dating 
from around 1950, seen awaiting a load from 
a cargo ship at the docks. The bend in the 
floor of the body is a sign of a long and hard 
life. 


< An LAD-cabbed Leyland Comet short 
wheelbase tipper of late 1950s vintage, 
still looking good, if a little dusty. Its owner 
had the lorry from new and wouldn't have 
anything else. They don't make them like 
this any more. 
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A An Ergomatic-cabbed Leyland Super Comet tanker in remarkably original condition. 
There's just a small 'Texaco' badge under the windscreen as a clue to the load. 


< A later example of a tractor unit which had become a tipper in Malta was this Leyland 
Roadtrain, which would have looked remarkably modern at the end of the 1980s. 


This Leyland tipper, called 'Over the Top', 
engaged in re-surfacing work, was badged as 
a Bison and was probably another tractor unit 
conversion. 
























48 


British Vehicles in Malta 




A This Seddon 16-4 was another of the 
smart fleet of Andrews Feeds. 



< A Seddon Atkinson 200 from the late 
1970s, working as a tanker for the local 
'Enemalta' fuel company, and looking 
smarter than some others in this fleet. 






















A Underneath all those embellishments and the 'Guns of Navarone' name, there is a Seddon 16-4 short wheelbase tipper. The type was always considered a 
good solid performer by many UK operators and the Maltese obviously thought the same. 



A There has been talk recently of bringing a Shelvoke & Drewry refuse collection vehicle back to the UK for restoration, but 25-30 years ago, this T Series model 
was still enjoying its second career in Malta. 


1 



























50 | British Vehicles in Malta _ 

Classic lorries and buses in Malta - sitt 



A These lorries lined up waiting to be loaded direct from ships in the docks offer a typical cross-section of the types still making up a significant proportion of those still 
working in Malta in the late 1980s, despite the increasing use of containers for imports. Here we see, left to right, a Bedford TK, LAD-cabbed Leyland Reiver, Ergomatic- 
cabbed Leyland Super Comet, a Bedford J6 and another TK, with platform or dropside bodies, all in the classic Maltese colour scheme. 



A Another dockside line-up with, from the left, a Bedford OL, Bedford TK, Bedford J6 and another OL, plus a 1940s Canadian Dodge, all with dropside bodies, their 
drivers relaxing before the hard work starts, loading imported goods direct from a ship. 



























ing in the sun, waiting for the next job. 



A Up to a few years ago, the buses of Malta had become one of the islands tourist attractions - it was not just enthusiasts who visited to see and ride on them. 
Remembering the way they were up to the early 1990s in the green and white 'route bus' livery, this eye-catching line-up, laying over near the main Valletta 
terminus, includes an amazing variety of chassis, many dating from the early post-war years. We can see two Bedford O Types, two Thames ET7s, A 1940s 
Thornycroft, a Bedford SB and, on the left an AEC or Leyland - although in many cases the radiator grille, badges and signwriting on the bus refer to the engine 
type, rather than the chassis and many have been heavily rebuilt, before bodying by a number of Maltese bodybuilders, to the classic style unique to the island, 
built through the 1960s and beyond, some of which remained in use until the sweeping changes from 2011 onwards. 



A This line-up of buses at Valletta includes a number of more modern vehicles imported complete second-hand from the UK. From the left we can see two ex-UK 1970s 
Plaxton Supreme coach-bodied Bedfords, then a Bedford SB, two bonneted Canadian Dodges, another two Bedford SBs - or possibly other chassis carrying Bedford 
badges, a Bedford O Type, two more SBs or similar, then an ex-London Transport AEC Merlin and a Duple-bodied coach. 
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Six-Wheeled Lorries 


F our-wheelers might have 
made up the majority of 
the commercial vehicle 
fleet in Malta up to the 1980s, but 
larger vehicles were making their 
mark, particularly for specialised 
tasks. As they were not actually 
much larger in size, six-wheelers 
still 'fitted' the roads on the 
island. Many of the vehicles 
seen here were being used in 
connection with building work, 
as Malta was being developed 
rapidly, with many new hotels and 
appartment blocks being built 
to accommodate the increasing 
number of tourists, as Malta was 
becoming an ever more popular 
holiday destination. 

Not everybody wanted to lie 
in the sun on the beach or by 
the pool. There were those who 
would rather be photographing 
the transport scene, and luckily 
for us, Tom Caren was one of 
them and here are the fruits of his 
labour. 


A Lined up at the port awaiting its next load, along with a couple of Bedford TKs, a Dodge and others, was this AEC 
Marshal, with the early 1960s single-screen Park Royal cab. The driver seen on the right is dressed for the part in Malta. 
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A Photographed during Tom's second visit 
to Malta, in 1989, three years later, the same 
AEC was missing its grille and looking rather 
more worn, but still working, with a load of 
steel drums of some sort of fruit puree. 


> Six-wheeled AECs with the Park Royal Mk 
V cab were rarities in the UK. This could have 
been a heavy duty Mammoth Major 6, but 
the cab was probably retro-fitted in Malta 
on a Marshal, complete with non-standard 
'stacked' twin headlights and what looks like 
two Dodge grilles, which add to the unusual 
look. It was most likely a tipper, but the load 
of building blocks on Gatt Brothers of Mosta's 
lorry was being unloaded by a crane on site. 



A On the other side of the Coles crane was the same company's late 1960s Ergomatic-cabbed AEC, again a Marshal or Mammoth Major 6, employed on 
similar work. 



























> The Ergomatic-cabbed AEC Marshall, like its Leyland equivalent, was 
popular in Malta. This AEC was seen parked at the docks with a good 
load of packaged timber crates. 


Y The AEC triangle and the style of grille fitted to the last late 1970s 
AECs might be a red herring, fitted on a Leyland chassis, but the '505' 
on the grille suggests an AEC engine, so we'll take this Gatt Bros Rite 
Mix 16 ton payload mixer at face value. 
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> This AEC Marshal six¬ 
wheeled platform lorry was 
seen at a crane hire company's 
premises, in company with an 
early Ford Transit van, also 
dating from the late 1960s. 
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< The first of two pictures of 
Ergo-cabbed Albion Super Reiver, 
K-5235, seen leaving the docks 
loaded with a 20ft ISO container. 
Notice that the platform lorry has 
no twist-locks to secure the 'box'. 



> The same Albion six-wheeler is again 
seen leaving the docks, this time with packs 
of timber or plywood, again unrestrained, 
demonstrating the rather casual attitude to 
safety in Malta at that time. 


Y An Albion Revier with a bulk delivery 
body, in the fleet of animal feed producer, 
Andrews, is seen proceeding along the dock 
road, with an interesting array of classic cars 
in the background, including a Hillman Imp, 
Ford Consul Mk I, Cortina and a Mini. 
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A An unusual Bedford TK six-wheeler, with 16 inch wheels, which had 
probably originated with a UK brewery. These vehicles combined a low 
loading height with a good payload, thanks to the third axle. This one had 
locally-fitted bodywork and was used by a commercial vehicle repair shop to 
ship around engines and so on. 



A An early 1960s LAD-cabbed Dodge 300 Series six-wheeler, lined up in the 
port, next to a Bedford TK, and in front of a Bedford O and 1940s Dodge. 



A A six-wheeled Dodge K Series tipper, with a sheet rather casually spread 
over its bulk load. It's a shame the Commer Superpoise glimpsed in the 
distance was not directly behind the Dodge, rather than that more modern 
pick-up. 


A Another early 1960s LAD-cabbed Dodge 300 Series with a third axle, 
looking smart in Sammut Transport livery. It pulled the small low-loading trailer 
seen at the rear, to carry its own small fork-lift to help with unloading. 



A smart-looking Dodge K Series, in the livery of Enn Ellul & Sons Transport. The 20 tons gross lorry dated from the 1966-74 period and was probably 
fitted with a Perkins Diesel engine. Notice the Morris Minor and Austin A35 parked in the background, as the lorry awaits a load at the dockside. 




































Right: Standing out from the crowd was this soberly- 
painted short wheelbase ERF six-wheeler with the 
KV cab, dating from the late 1950s, seen passing 
a Triumph Herald and Ford Capri, among others, 
outside Capt A Caruana's premises. ERFs later 
became more common on the island, with the B 
Series making a place for itself. 


Below: Another mixer, this time on a Foden S80 
chassis, which looks well-loaded, so it's just as well 
it is powered by a Gardner 180, according to the 
lettering on the bumper of Attard Bros' vehicle. 



A There's a good chance that under the 'Farsons' livery there would be the 
colours of Schweppes or some other drinks company on this early 1970s Ford 
D Series, fitted with small wheels to keep the unloading height down, useful 
when delivering the load of keg beer. 



A The 'Custom Cab' lettering under the window suggests this Ford D Series 
24 ton six-wheeler was an early model, dating from the late 1960s period. The 
Abela Bros Transport vehicle is seen loaded with steel reinforcing bars, no 
doubt destined for a building site. This was a popular type of vehicle on the 
island, with a good payload and easy spares availability. 
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Right: Sitting on the quayside, this Guy Big J6 has the 
usual style of platform body and rear wings fitted to many 
Maltese lorries. Although somewhat challenged in the 
lighting department, either the cab was newly-repainted 
or it was recently imported to Malta and could have 
previously been a British Telecom stores carrier. It has 
'Andrews', the name of the animal feed company, in the 
screen, so it was probably being readied for more work, 
in that company's orange livery. 

Below: Sneaking in among all the British vehicles, this ex¬ 
military Sapnish-built Barreiros Panter International M54 
six wheel drive dumper truck with the soft-top cab, is 
seen working hard for its new civilian owner, PWD, Public 
Works Department. 

I ■ II, 




A Another ex-military International/Barreiros, fitted with a crane, is seen 
working on a pipeline, again for PWD, with a Bedford TK tipper in the 
background. 


A This International was still in use by the military, when photographed in a 
typical Maltese street scene. 
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A The somewhat battered and bumper-less LAD long-doored cab carries 
Leyland lettering, as did a proportion of the exported Albion Reiver models in 
the late 1960s-early 70s. It is making its way along a main road, towing an all- 
terrain fork-lift - not something you might expect to see. There's a Bedford TK 
tipper, loaded with what look like drinks crates and a 1960s Ford Anglia 105E 
going the other way and, hopefully, our 'Leyland' is not overtaking that Mini... 



A A bit more modern in the late 1980s was this Ergomatic-cabbed six-wheeled 
mixer. It was probably a Leyland, which had been fitted with a replacement 
bumper, complete with square headlights. It was in nice condition, possibly 
recently arrived on the island and refurbished after a first life in the UK. The 
payload of 15 tons is marked on the cab door. It is in company with an older 
Bedford J5 tipper, in a typical Maltese livery and a Singer Gazelle car, by then, 
pushing 30 years old. 



A Travelling along the waterfront, we have a nicely turned-out late 1970s 
Leyland Bison mixer, its yellow and grey colour scheme reminiscent of the 
ARC livery of the day, in which fleet it might well have previously worked. The 
parked cars are headed by a 1960s Austin 1100. 



A Tom says this was not quite what it seems and that the Leyland Marathon 
cab was fitted to a 1960s Guy Big J or Invincible. The rear axles look to be of 
Guy manufacture, while the long wheelbase suggests this was a Guy Big J8 
or Invincible eight-wheeler with the second steering axle removed. Whether 
this was the case, or this was a six-wheeled conversion of a tractor unit, the 
result was an imposing vehicle for Salvu Cassar, apparently another working 
for Andrews. The 25 tons written on the cab was presumably the permitted 
gross weight. The Bedford KM in the background was carrying a good load of 
palletised crates of soft drinks, by the look of things. 



A A Leyland Reiver tipper from the 1970s, fitted with the G cab, makes its way along the dock road. But for the lack of mudguards - and the sunshine, of course - 
this could be a scene from the UK from a few years previously, with the Ford Transit diesel 35 cwt van and Scammell Handyman in the background. 
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A This Leyland-badged LAD-cabbed six-wheeled platform lorry heads a 
Bedford TK and a 1940s Dodge in a line of parked vehicles near the docks. 
Hopefully, the large stone chocking the nearside front wheel is not in place of 
a handbrake... 



A The later higher-datum cab of this Leyland Bison mixer is adorned with 
a more typical Maltese-style livery, with the name 'HMS London', as well as 
'Turbo 511 powered' on the grille panel, and the gross weight of 24 tons on 
the door. Notice the Motor Panels-cabbed mobile crane in the background. 



A A Leyland Retriever six-wheeler seen awaiting its load in the docks, with a mobile crane and several other vehicles loading, plus a Series II Land Rover hardtop. 
The red cab of the Retriever has been fitted with a white door, which appears to have come from an Esso tanker, but needs new indicator lenses on the corners. 



A Another Ergomatic-cabbed Leyland six-wheeler in the fleet of Joseph 
Cutajar Transport parked at the docks. This one has the simpler grille fitted to 
these cabs in the late 1980s. 



A A Leyland Bear 20 tons gvw 6x4 with the LAD cab, designed as a 'no frills' 
chassis for tipper or mixer work around 1970. These vehicles offered cheap, 
reliable service and were quite popular in Malta, along with the similar Albion 
model. 
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A An ex-RAF Leyland Hippo refueller, now carrying a Maltese registration, 
seen parked in the docks, perhaps destined for the airport, or being exported 
for further service elsewhere. 



A A Leyland six-wheeler from the early 1970s, when the old winged Leyland 
badge was replaced by the square blue 'plughole'-style badge. This one was 
used to carrying building blocks and, unusually for Malta at the time, was 
fitted with its own lorry-loading crane, so the driver could unload with no 
manual labour. 



A A 1960s LAD-cabbed Leyland six-wheeled platform lorry stands idle, 
awaiting its turn to be loaded from a docked ship. 


A An Ergomatic-cabbed Leyland six-wheeler from the late 1960s being loaded 
with drums of fuel oil at the docks. Notice how just the ones at the rear are 
roped on. The vehicle was due to go into the workshops for a complete 
overhaul and repaint when Tom took this picture. He got to know the driver 
of this lorry quite well, after he had convinced him he was not afflicted by the 
heat, just because he was taking pictures of all the lorries, and says a nicer 
man you could not wish to meet. 




A Carrying a Lynx badge on its higher datum Ergo cab, fitted with a new bumper with twin headlights, this Leyland six-wheeler was carrying a large heavy packing 
case and a machine in a wooden frame, which was actually strapped down. 
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Eight-Wheeled Lorries 



T he eight-wheeler was 
the choice of heavy 
vehicle in Malta, 
as it was for so many years 
in the UK. Even after the 
advent of containers, Maltese 
hauliers continued to use the 
maximum weight rigids to 
carry a 20 ft box, although the 
majority of goods were only 
beginning to be routinely 
loaded on pallets when these 
pictures were taken. It seems 
that changes in transport 
methods were even slower in 
Malta than elsewhere. 

From the enthusiast's point 
of view, this means that, 
even now, we can see the 
occasional classic still working 
on the island, but in the late 
1980s, they were the norm, as 
can be seen by the following 
pictures. 


A A very smart Ergomatic-cabbed AEC Mammoth Major 8, seen here after coming out of the workshops of Salvu Meli 
& Sons Transport. This type of vehicle was popular - as seen by the number of pictures here - and this particular one 
dates from the late 1960s, with the earlier style of chrome grille, used before 1974. 





The same Mammoth Major, 
registered T-9457, is seen being 
loaded with drums of fuel oil 
at the docks, by the transport 
company's Coles mobile crane. 
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> The AEC Mk V is seen again, having a load of cable drums unloaded 
by the company's mobile crane, at the Malta Telephone Stores, no hard 
hats, boots or gloves were worn, while handling the drums. 


A Salvu Meli & Sons was also running this AEC Mammoth Major 8 
Mk V in the late 1980s. It was also in very good condition, especially 
considering it had already been working hard for around 25 years or so. 


A Again, the same vehicle, B-0396, is seen in the docks being loaded with drums of fuel oil. Note the usual 'uniform' of shorts, T-shirt, sandals and knotted 
hankie on the head - no high-viz or hard hats here then... 
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A Another of Salvu Meli's AEC eight-wheelers, still at 
work, although the front grille panel is missing. The 
company still has a Mammoth Major Mk III in its fleet, 
but this is only used once a year for the Labour Day 
parade. 


Left and below: Two views of an AEC Mammoth 
Major 8 Mk III still in use in the late 1980s. Although 
dating from around 1948, it is interesting to note that 
the type did not start appearing in large numbers in 
the UK until 1950, the majority of vehicles going for 
export to help Britain's post-war economy. This AEC 
was seen loaded with a container full of Heineken, 
obviously reaching the parts other beers could not 
reach, while ensuring a long life for this lorry. A lovely 
machine and Tom says it was a pleasure to see it still 
working for a living. 
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Above, right and below: Three views 
of another Ergomatic-cabbed AEC 
Mammoth Major 8, E-1258, belong¬ 
ing to another company, Abela Bros, 
General Transport & Haulage Contrac¬ 
tors. It is seen waiting to be loaded at 
the docks, having a load of bulk bags 
placed on pallets on its platform body 
by the company's jib-equipped fork-lift 
and making its way through the town 
traffic with another load of bags, no 
pallets and no ropes or straps to be 
seen. 
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A An AEC Mammoth Major 8 tanker, seen passing through the town, in the 
red, white and yellow colours also seen on other similarly-bodied vehicles. 





A Another company to run the AEC Mammoth Major Mk V was Magri Bros of 
Bugarra, as seen here in the traditional Maltese red and green livery. 



A How many men does it take to change a wheel? In the case of Magri Bros 
Mammoth Major, seen here in the docks, loaded with a 20ft container, it look 
like about six... 


A An AEC Mammoth Major 8 Mk III with the 'tin front' cab is seen near the 
docks with a very mixed load we would be surprised to see on a platform 
vehicle in the UK these days. 



A An Ergo-cabbed Mammoth Major with the later style of painted grille in the fleet of Sammit Bros. The driver is indulging in the Maltese habit of driving with 
the dropsides down, as the pallets overhang the platform slightly. 
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Right: When these pictures were taken in the late 1980s, it would be unusual to see 
an eight-wheeled concrete mixer in the UK, but it was not out of place in Malta, with 
lots of building work going on. The Ergo cab has been fitted with a modified bumper 
with square headlamps. 


Below: Looking much the same as it might have done when working for Rank, Hovis 
& McDougall or another similar company in the UK, this Mammoth Major bulk powder 
tanker was ensuring supplies of Golden Harvest Flour from the local millers to bakers 
on the island. 



A A last Ergo-cabbed AEC eight-legger, seen in the traffic outside the docks, loaded with a 20ft container in the usual Maltese fashion of the day. 
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A A classic Gardner-powered Foden eight-wheeler, with the S21 'Mickey 
Mouse' cab, was another lorry which stood out on the Maltese roads. With its 
sheeted and roped load, it looks as if it could be off up the A1... 


A another view of the Foden S21, with the 'Bismark' fleet name used by Louis 
Magri & Sons. 


> Considering the proximity of the 
island to Italy, and that many of the 
Italian lorries had right hand drive, 
it is surprising that so few found 
their way to Malta. This Fiat was 
an exception which, with its 'Trilex' 
wheels and steering rear axle, really 
stood out from the crowd. 
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< This transport company, Zunzan, uses a 
different dark blue livery, as seen on its AEC 
Mammoth Major Mk V, with twin headlights 
added to its Park Royal cab, and a Seddon 
Atkinson 400 tractor unit in the background. 
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A Quite a recent model for Malta at the time, this Gardner-powered Foden S10 Haulmaster eight-wheeled tipper had the offside headlamps missing altogether. 
It was employed hauling coal and ashes, to and from Malta's power station. As can be seen, it certainly worked hard for its living, the body full to the brim and 
the tyre sidewalls bulging... 
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A This Foden S10 Haulmaster was another eight-wheeled cement mixer 
working for the Maltese construction industry. 


A A Cummins-powered Guy Big J8 eight-wheeler with the later style grille, 
and rated for 26 tons, dating from the mid-1970s, working for Combor Trans. 
A nice-looking vehicle, but not quite as attractive as the Invincible. 



A In the Bismark fleet of Louis Magri, this Gardner 150-powered Guy Invincible platform-bodied eight-wheeler was still working hard at around 25 years old, 
carrying a good load of packaged timber or plywood crates. 



A Tom says he nearly dropped his camera when this one came along! The 
1950 Leyland Octopus was plodding along with a very mixed load. The 
cab might be dented and seen better days, but what a lovely sight. Fitted 
with the 0.600 engine, the lorry had proved very reliable. Note the driver's 
windscreen, open to allow some cooler air into the cab. 


A Another tanker in the red, white and yellow livery - you still just make out 
'Transporters & Suppliers of Petroleum Products' on the side of the tank, 
although this gets us no further. Never mind, it was a nice LAD-cabbed 'Power 
Plus' Leyland Octopus from the early 1960s, still going about its business 25 
years later. 
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A The driver stands proudly in front of his early Ergo-cabbed 
Leyland Octopus, in classic Maltese driver's attire, having taken 
on a load of timber at the docks. 


< Here's one of those confusing rebuilds so often encountered 
in Malta. The badge on the grille of Attard Bros' eight-wheeled 
mixer says 'Bison', but we all know that was a later Leyland 
six-wheeler, while this has the earlier low-datum cab, disguised 
with a new bumper and twin headlights, so it was either an AEC 
Mammoth Major or a Leyland Octopus... 


V Looking very smart in its orange livery, Emmanuel Vella & 
Sons' Scammell Routeman eight-wheeled platform lorry, dating 
from around 1970, was named 'Eldorado' and many a driver 
would consider he had made it to that fabled land if he could 
drive this splendid old vehicle today. 
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Articulated Lorries 

T he late 1980s, when these pictures were 
taken, was the beginning of a period 
of change in Malta, with its transport 
systems gradually being modernised. As far as 
goods transport was concerned, this meant the 
growth of containerised traffic. Alongside, an 
increasing number of articulated vehicles were 
to be seen on the island's roads. 

Most of the artics in Malta appear to have 
been second-hand units from the UK. The 
old preference for AEC and Leyland for heavy 
vehicles was giving way to the other well-known 
British types, ERF in particular, but notice the 
absence of Continental vehicles, even though 
earlier used Volvos, Scanias, DAFs and others 
would have been available with right hand 
drive. The Maltese loyalty to British vehicles was 
yet to wane, while the European Union was still 
but a glint in a politician's eye, as far as Malta 
was concerned. 

They might bend in the middle, but the 
lorries being introduced to carry the containers 
and other goods from the docks were a 
progression from the vehicles which had been a In splendid condition, Zammit Bros' early 1970s AEC Mandator is seen with two 20 ft ISO containers 

serving Malta's transport companies for years. on a 'PSK' - a 40 ft platform trailer fitted with 'twist-locks', parked at the docks ready to deliver its load. 




A It seems that the local 'Enemalta' fuel company did not keep its vehicles in the same tidy condition as most transport operators in Malta. Its late model AEC 
Mandator, with missing rear mudguards and grubby tank trailer, contrasts with the Morris Minor at the pumps, as it delivers to a filling station. 











































A 1-3: Salvu Meli & Sons had this six-wheeled AEC Mammoth Major artic unit (although it could have been a Marshal tipper chassis converted, knowing the 
Maltese ability to rebuild vehicles to what they need). It is seen with a tri-axle trailer carrying two 20 ft boxes, with a tandem-axle platform trailer awaiting 
loading and, in an interesting variation on a theme, pulling a draw-bar trailer loaded with a 20ft container. 

































































A Another of Enemalta's fuel tankers, again looking rather well-used, 
was this Albion Chieftain, with a Scammell coupling single-axle tank 
trailer. 


> An Atkinson Mk I Silver Knight tractor unit, dating from the early 
1960s, in the livery of Transport Malta Ltd, resting between jobs. 


V A Bedford KM leaves the docks with a single-axle tank trailer. 
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1-4: Two lightweight 
Bedford artics, used 
on dock and local work 
are seen together 
on the quayside with 
Abela Bros mobile 
crane about to load 
them from a ship, and 
with their Scammell 
coupling single-axle 
trailers returning to 
the docks. The bon¬ 
neted Bedford TJ 
looks newly-repainted, 
while the TK still looks 
cared-for. 
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A A Dodge K Series tractor unit with a single-axle tank trailer, presumably 
from the same fleet as the yellow Bedford KM, sits at the dockside, with a 
Bedford OWL in the background. 



A That sleeper extension to the LV cab on this ERF 64G tractor unit, a legacy 
of its former life in the UK, won't get used in Malta, but the Gardner engine 
will probably work hard, pulling trailers around on the island. 



A A smart-looking Cummins-powered ERF B Series tractor unit, in the yellow 
and blue livery of A Ciantar & Sons, stands on the quayside, wth two 20ft 
boxes on its tandem-axle trailer, and a Foden Haulmaster eight-wheeled 
tipper in the background, in front of a pile of coal destined for the power 
station. 



A The day cab of Cummins-powered ERF B Series tractor unit, in the fleet of 
Mercieca Transport is embellished with the traditional lining-out of Maltese 
lorries. The gross weight of 32 tons is marked below the cab door. Tom 
thought these vehicles seemed well-suited to working on the island, although 
AEC, Leyland and Gardner engines were still the norm. 



A This ERF B Series tractor unit looks due for a make-over, but is still working, 
in this case pulling a small trailer which looks as if it might be used to move 
plant around. 



A Xan-Trans was really coming up-to-date, with a curtain-sided trailer behind 
its ERF B Series unit, although the side sheets are secured with ropes, rather 
than the more usual straps and buckles we would expect. 
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1-3: This Cummins-powered Foden S80 of Sammut Transport is seen with a spread-axle 
tandem PSK trailer, parked with some empty pallets near the docks, and delivering a 
load from a 20ft box, positioned at the rear of the trailer, for the fork-lift to reach the 
pallets having the loose load stacked on them, as a Ford D Series grain tipper passes. 
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Right: A Ford D1000 tractor unit, surprisingly marked 
24 tons, rather than its UK rating of 28 tons, with a 
trailer load of pipes. It is still looking smart, with some 
extra chrome and a sun-visor. 

Below: Another Ford D1000 tractor unit leaves the 
docks with a 20ft container on a short platform trailer, 
passing a Ford Cortina Mk 2 and a Bedford J Type. 





A Looking a little past its prime, but still ready for a day's work, shunting 
containers in the docks, this Guy Invincible was parked at the quayside. It was 
a late Cummins-powered model, with the long cab doors, but the original 
front bumper had been replaced with a deep, straight version, giving it a 
heavier look. 


A R & J Transport & Lifting Service operated this Guy Big J tractor unit, with 
the early-style grille, seen with a wide-spread tandem axle trailer, which looks 
as if it might have been cut down from a TIR tilt. 
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A A Leyland Beaver or Super Comet, in the colours of Salvu Meli Transport contractors is seen going into the clocks and being loaded by one of the company's 
two Coles crane with drums of fuel oil. This company operated a fleet of Ergomatic AECs and Leylands, plus Scammell Trunkers, as well as two ex-RAF 
Thornycroft Amazon mobile cranes dating for World War II, which were still in daily use in the late 1980s. 



A Another company's Ergo Leyland Beaver or Super Comet approaching the 
docks with a 40 ft platform trailer. 


AC & V Aquilina was another company which operated an Ergo-cabbed 
Leyland Beaver 32 ton unit, in this case with a replacement front bumper, 
which rather suits it. 
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A Emmanuel Vella operated this Leyland Buffalo, with the later, higher datum 
Ergo cab, seen here leaving the dock gates with a step-frame trailer loaded 
with steel bars. 


A Hopefully those ropes will hold the rather precarious-looking load of timber 
onto the trailer, which has seen better days, behind this late Ergo-cabbed 
Leyland, seen leaving the docks. 




A A smart-looking Leyland Marathon tractor unit, parked up awaiting its next 
job, in the company of Ford Escort Mk I and Fiat 124 cars. 



A Apparently pressed into service while still showing part of the livery of its 
original Yorkshire operator, Hey & Sons of Selby, this Leyland Roadtrain would 
have been a recent arrival in Malta at the end of the 1980s. Notice the Bedford 
TK and CA van and 1940s Dodge in the background - a mixture you would 
only see at a rally in the UK. 
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AC & V Aquilina was running this Scammell Handyman 32 ton tractor unit 
alongside its Ergo and LAD Leylands, also seen in other pictures, all in its 
attractive red, white and gold livery. 


A Another Scammell Handyman parked in the docks. 


r 


A The vehicles of Express Trailers Malta, like this step-frame tilt trailer, can be 
seen as far afield as the UK, although it's unlikely that the Scammell Trunker 
would actually leave the island, the unaccompanied trailer being pulled from 
the Mediterranean port on mainland Europe by a sub-contractor, no doubt 
using something more modern. 


A Salvu Meli's three-axle Scammell Trunker is being loaded with drums of 
fuel oil. These twin-steer vehicle were well-suited to Malta's roads, offering 
manoeuvrability in confined spaces, combined with the capacity for a 
maximum load. Note the missing offside headlamps and panel did not keep it 
off the road. 


A This Scammell Handyman, and the AEC Mammoth Major 8 behind, appear 
in the background of several of the pictures of vehicles travelling along the 
dock road. 


A A Scammell Trunker tractor unit parked on the quayside, in company with a 
Bedford J3 and a Ford Transit long wheelbase van. 



























82 


British Vehicles in Malta 



A This Scammell Crusader was among the more modern lorries to be seen in 
Malta at the end of the 1980s. 



A A Scammell Scarab - the export version with two headlights - probably 
dating from around 1960, seen awaiting its turn to be loaded. A number of 
these 'mechanical horses' were still in use around the Valletta Docks area. A 
number of Bedford TJs and TKs performed the same duties and appeared to 
be replacing the Scarabs on a gradual basis. I wonder if any of them are left 
now? 




A One of the Louis Magri 'Bismark' 
fleet was this Seddon 32-Four tractor 
unit, fitted with a Gardner 180, seen 
here with a 20ft box on a step-frame 
trailer, being unloaded by a fork-lift. 


< Another Seddon tractor unit with 
the Motor Panels cab, marked for 28 
tons, in typical Maltese livery, seen 
parked at the docks. 
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A A Seddon Atkinson 400 tractor unit operated by A Falzon & Sons Ltd, like 
the ERF B Series, the shape of things to come at the end of the 1980s. 


> This Seddon Atkinson 400 was still showing part of its previous UK livery, 
when seen with a skeletal trailer and 20ft container. 




A An ex-Maltese Army vehicle, a Spanish-built Barreiros Panter III 6x6 cargo carrier, converted to an artic unit, for use with a tank trailer for the Public Works 
Department. Apparently, when the driver saw Tom wanted to take a photograph of the vehicle, he suddenly slammed his brakes on, ignoring everyone else 
around him - mind you, at least the picture 'turned out' all right... 



A Another more recent tractor unit, a Seddon Atkinson 401 - was the 'Long 
Vehicle' sign at the front a strange Maltese regulation or just an addition by 
the drivers? This one is pulling a 20ft container on a draw-bar trailer like the 
Salvu Melli AEC, which seems a strange way of working, compared with using 
a 'skelly' trailer. 



A This heavy haulage low-loader trailer was seen awaiting its next duty. 
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Buses in Malta 


T he buses in Malta became famous, 
not only among enthusiasts, but with 
all sorts of other people, becoming a 
tourist attraction in themselves. Until recent 
years, when EU regulations swept them away, 
Malta's public transport was provided by a 
fleet of antiquated vehicles, many of which 
dated back to the 1950s and before, with just a 
smattering of more modern second-hand buses 
and coaches from the UK. The local people 
might be happier with their comfortable new 
low-floor buses-the introduction of which from 
2011 was not without many hiccups, which we 
won't discuss here - but Malta's roads have now 
lost a lot of character. 

The bus services in Malta date back to the 
1920s and '30s, when operators, many of them 
owner-drivers, began working the routes. 1970 
reforms led to the setting up of the Public 
Transport Association, with rotas, rosters and 
routes co-ordinated centrally. The individual 
colours for routes gave way to the green and 
white livery for route buses by 1975. Private hire 
coaches were painted yellow and white and 
tended to be more modern vehicles, though 
hardly new. 

The pictures here show the green and white 
livery, plus the many embellishments the drivers 
often added to the bodywork. The livery was 
changed to yellow lower panels, separated 
from the white by a red line, around 1995. The 
buses on the neighbouring island of Gozo had 
their own livery, with grey lower panels. Route 
numbers continued to be displayed by a white 
card in the windscreen. 

A great place for 'bus-spotting' was at the 
main City Gate Square bus terminus at Valletta 
surrounding the Triton Fountain, from where 
the vast majority of scheduled routes departed. 
Many drivers rolled away downhill from the bus 
stops, 'bump-starting' their engines as they 
gathered speed, which added to the fun. 

It is difficult to be specific about the details of 
particular Maltese buses like those seen here. 
Many of them were like the proverbial broom 
with the new head and handle. Some were 
based on chassis originally built in pre-war or 
wartime years, including military vehicles - not 
seen here, but popular was the Canadian-built 
Dodge - but mainly dated from the 1950s 
and '60s. All were rebuilt with more modern 
and powerful diesel engines, new gearboxes 
and axles. These were often not what would 
be expected, for example, an AEC engine 
in a Bedford chassis. To confuse matters, the 
badges and signwriting on the buses might 
refer to the chassis, power unit or neither. 



A A somewhat battered early post-war Commer Superpoise-based bus plods its way through Sliema. The 
little horns on top of the bonnet help direct air to the air filter below. Tom draws attention to the tourist 
seen on the right with the nice legs - it's his wife... 



A There is little doubt that this bus was powered by an AEC 505 diesel engine, but Y 0374, later re¬ 
registered DBY 374, was an AEC Mercury chassis with a Barbera body, which was still in use in 2011. 


Even the more recent second-hand vehicle 
from the UK were subjected to sometime quite 
radical rebuilds, like the ex-London Transport 
AEC Merlins, which found their rear-mounted 
AEC engines replaced with vertical engines, 
mid-ships, under a raised floor - although 
outwardly appearing original. 

The bodies were also rebuilt or renewed 
over the years, even on quite elderly chassis. 


The traditional-style bodies were made by 
a number of local companies, like Aquilina, 
Barbera, Brincat, Casha, Debono, the Dockyard, 
Schembri, Tonna, Zammit and others. Many 
were decorated with lots of chrome, lining out 
of panels and signwriting on the basic livery, 
showing a great deal of pride in their vehicles 
from the drivers and operators. 

All this has been swept away, with just 
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A This normal control bus, Y 0454 seen laying over near the Valletta terminus, 
was an early 1950s Thames ET7, powered by the trusty Ford 4D diesel engine, 
with a Casha body, quite plain, but still in nice condition. 


A Although badged as a Bedford, with a SB-style grille, Y 0332 - later 
registered DBY 332 - was reportedly based on an ex-UK Leyland Comet lorry 
chassis, with Schembri bodywork. 



A This bus looks as if it was a Leyland-powered Bedford SB. However DBY 
482, as Y 0482 would have become, is reported as a Dodge, with a 1955 
Aquilina body, pictures of which certainly resemble this one, apart from a 
different front grille... 



A Here we have Y 0658, which might have been an AEC with a Tonna body, 
or a Leyland Comet with Aquilina body - depending on whose internet listing 
you read - loaded up and ready to leave the bus terminus. As if that huge 
grille needed any more embellishment, it had a number of badges depicting 
horses added. 



< This appears to be an 'O' model Bedford - 
more likely an OL lorry chassis than the OB - with 
a similar body to the Thames ET7, possibly by 
Brincat this time. There is lots of chrome and the 
bonnet sides are mesh, allowing more air to flow to 
the engine, no doubt a more modern replacement 
diesel. 


a few vehicles operated on tours, leaving 
pictures like these as our only memories 
of a very individualistic and quirky public 
transport system. It may now be a lot better 
for local travellers, but there is little to interest 
enthusiasts as before. 
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1: Another bonneted bus, which appears to be based on an Austin 
K4 'Loadstar' chassis, at least that's what is suggested by the front 
end panels. 

2: The Leyland signwriting suggests an engine from that 
manufacturer, while the flamboyant grille on Y 0644 looks the same 
as another bus reportedly a 1960s Dockyard rebuild of a Bedford, 
fitted with a Brincat body. 

3: A rear view of Y 0644 shows the chromework added, plus the 
impressive rear light clusters, both resembling the rear wings of an 
American 1959 Chevrolet Impala car. 


















































Y Nearer the camera is Y 0510, a 1968 AEC 
Reliance with Willowbrook body, originally 
Cynon Valley fleet no 3, later EBY 510, 
lasting until around 2003 in Maltese service, 
replaced by a King Long bus. Further from 
the camera is Y 0767, another AEC Reliance, 
re-bodied in Malta in a style not unlike that 
of Duple and Plaxton coaches of the 1970s, 
using the type of windscreen used by those 
bodybuilders in the UK. 


< A number of passenger vehicles 
were built for UK operators on 
the Leyland Comet chassis, but 
few lasted as long in service as 
this locally-bodied example, seen 
awaiting passengers at the Valletta 
terminus. 


Y This was a private hire vehicle 
in the yellow and white livery, 
otherwise resembling the route 
buses, sporting a Bedford SB grille, 
with the classic style of 1950s-'60s 
body from a Maltese coachbuilder. 
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A This unusual 1948 Thornycroft Sturdy, with Brincat bodywork was 
apparently new to John Borg of Mellieha and lasted up to 2003, to be 
replaced by a King Long low-floor bus. 



A Here is Y 0576, an AEC Swift with Park Royal body, ex-London Transport 
SMS60, AML 60H, now with doors only at the front, where a grille and 
chrome trim from an Ergomatic lorry cab has been used to brighten up the 
appearance of the bus. It's amazing that buses like this, which LT found so 
troublesome, could have lived on for so long in Malta - albeit in some cases 
heavily rebuilt. 



A Another AEC Swift, with a grille from a Mini and signwriting suggesting 
Marshall bodywork and an AEC 506 engine, seen as the Triton Fountain 
terminus. A This AEC Swift was operated in Malta with a more original-looking front end. 




A This Thames ET7-based normal control bus looks well-loaded on route 67. 
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Above: This Commer Superpoise-based bus looks better cared-for than the other similar vehicle seen previously. Although contrasting with the later model cars 
around it, the vehicle looks quite at home in the Maltese streets. 




A This Austin Loadstar-based bus was among the many vehicles new in the 
1950s, still giving good service in Malta 30 years later. 


A A Bedford O Type seen near where the first Commer was photographed. 
At the time it seemed these vehicles would just go on for ever. Tom asked 
whether the newer buses would survive as long in Maltese service... 
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Right: A fine study of Y 0504, which was most likely a 
Bedford SB chassis, fitted with a Brincat or Aquilina body. 


A Two interior views showing the driver's compartment, from where he would also collect the fares. Many of these buses were decorated with religious pictures 
and icons and were personalised by their regular drivers. 



A A study in rear ends, showing two variations of lights and wings in the 
style of late 1950s-early '60s American and European cars, plus chrome 
embellishments, like the number plate light holders, horse badges, lining out 
and mudflaps. 



A To finish, a Dockyard rebuild of a forward control chassis, dating from 1966, 
with Schembri bodywork incorporating an impressive chrome grille. Later 
pictures have been seen of this bus in the yellow, red and white livery, with 
the Perkins lettering replaced with AEC 505 and then Leyland, showing how 
difficult it can be to be precise when discussing these Maltese vehicles. They 
were nevertheless a treat for classic vehicle enthusiasts. (Thanks to the various 
websites which list details of many of the Maltese buses for some of the 
information quoted here.) 
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Mobile Cranes 



W e don't usually cover cranes in Vintage Roadscene or this series, but 
Tom Caren's pictures from 1980s Malta show a number of interesting 
vehicles, so they are included here. 

It seems that these vehicles play a significant part in unloading ships at the 
docks, usually directly onto lorries on the quayside, as well as unloading 
them, especially at building sites. Lorry-mounted and mobile cranes 
seem to be the choice, rather than the use of fixed cranes at either 
end of the road transport sector of the delivery journey. 

Some of the cranes seen here were quite venerable 
machines when photographed around 30 years or so 
ago. Similar vehicles would only be seen - and rarely 
at that - on the preservation scene, which makes 
these views all the more interesting. & 


A This ex-RAF AEC-powered Thornycroft Amazon mobile crane from World War II was still earning its keep in the Salvu Meli Transport fleet, although nearly 50 
years old in the late 1980s. The replacement AEC radiatior had been fitted to match the new power unit. The vehicle is seen backing out of the Malta Telephone 
Stores, after unloading the AEC Mammoth Major (seen in another picture elsewhere), which can just be seen preceding the crane out of the yard. The crane 
driver was taking the easy way of reversing the vehicle, by putting it in gear and allowing the slow tick-over to do the rest, while he steers from outside the cab. 
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> The other Thornycroft Amazon, still with its original 
radiator, in the Salvu Meli fleet, is seen negotiating 
a roundabout near the docks, among a variety of 
other traffic, including a late Ford D Series, Guy Big 
J, Dodge 50 Series and several cars, now considered 
'classics'. 
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< A close-up of the crane in action, with the driver at the controls. No hard hat 
or protective clothing, with the usual open sandals, in spite of the cable drums 
passing close to him. There were no safety lines and he would have to ease the 
load up gently, as the method of lifting was to put a bar through the middle of 
three or four drums and hook a harness onto the other end of the bar. However, 
Tom says there never seemed any danger of accident or dropping the load. 



A Abela Bros was another transport contractor still running a Thornycroft 
Amazon in its fleet, seen here alongside a later Coles crane with an unusual 
half-cab. 



A A Coles Mobile crane (looking a bit like a giant Dinky Toy), seen through the 
dock gates, along with a couple of the Bedford TJ artics and a glimpse of the 
rear of a Scammell Scarab cab. 


A A Coles lorry-mounted crane from the 1960s-70s, seen in the Pace Garage 
yard, along with a couple of ex-military Leyland Hippo lorries. 
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A A World War II era AEC Militant-mounted Coles crane takes centre stage, 
surrounded by more recent Hydrocon and Coles cranes, including one on a 
half-cab Dennis. 



A Another glimpse of the Dennis in the tightly-packed crane yard. 



A Proably disused, other than for spares, was this Leyland Retriever-mounted 
Coles unit, seen alongside a sad-looking Thames Trader. 



A Something of an ex-military parade, with an AEC Militant-mounted Coles 
crane leading an International look-alike Barreiros dumper truck, mixing it with 
a Mercedes-Benz taxi. 
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Seen Better Days 


A n island like Malta is less likely to have 
an organised scrap industry than a 
larger country like Britain. Any material 
for recycling will probably have to be collected 
together and exported, adding to the cost 
of recovering metal and other items with a 
potential value. 

Add to this the Maltese inclination to 
'make do and mend' when it came to road 
transport in particular - most welcome from the 
enthusiast's point of view - and the result is that 
vehicles tend to be set aside, to be used for 
spares or to maybe one day be rebuilt. Some 
arrive on the island for such purposes, which 
might or might not happen some day. 

This means that interesting older lorries can 
be found in corners of yards awaiting their fate. 
In recent years, a number of vehicles and parts 
have been re-exported back to Britain, to be 
rebuilt themselves or to help with the rebuild 
of another lorry, but this was unlikely to happen 
with those seen here. 


A A somewhat forlorn-looking Trojan van from the 1950s, possibly originally in the Brooke Bond Tea fleet. 
Its Perkins engine sits in front, having been removed for repair or transfer to another vehicle, but then left. 
The wheels and tyres have also been removed, no doubt to keep some other British 'classic' on the move. 



A An interesting line-up of quarry tippers, two AEC four-wheelers and a 
Dodge K Series. The Ergomatic-cabbed AEC still has its UK registration 
plate, CGX 263H, suggesting the vehicle was exported and pressed 
straight into quarry service with its new Maltese tipper body. The Park 
Royal Mk V cab on the other suggests a more radical rebuild on arrival 
- they were both possibly originally tractor units. None have doors to 
keep the cabs well-ventilated. 

> Another AEC Mercury laid-up having seen better days. Considering 
the fact that a large number of AECs like this were still running, it seems 
odd that this one should have been sitting rusting beside the road. 
Perhaps it was destined to be rebuilt and was waiting its turn... 
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< Yet another AEC, this time an ex-Royal Navy 
Mammoth Major Mk III six-wheeled pressure 
refueller. The vehicle appears to be complete, 
apart from the lack of headlights, but had not 
moved for a while, judging from the weeds 
growing around the offside front wheel. 


Y Seen from the window of a passing Maltese 
bus, a number of lorries and vans, including a 
Bedford OX dropside, plus some large steel 
pipes, had been left to their fate. Did the 'for 
sale' sign refer to them or the land? 



A Looking rather like a Commer Superpoise or Bedford J Type, this International 4x4 was probably left over from some project. Would it be put to work again? 



















> The remains of a Bedford O Series left to 
disintegrate into the weeds. 

Y An AEC Mammoth Major eight-wheeler, 
basically still in one piece. Was this one awaiting 
the call to further duty or would it be broken up 
for spares? 
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A An AEC Mk III 'tin front' tractor unit sits behind a 1940s Dodge dropside with the cab off and in the body next to a redundant trailer and crane jib. 
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< The remains of a road roller, 
missing its diesel engine, which no 
doubt continued to power some 
other vehicle or plant. 


Y A Scammell Routeman, still in 
the livery of Gilbert Hepburn of 
Dunning, near Perth, Scotland, 
sitting on the quayside. It looks 
as if it had been there some time 
- imported, but never finding a 
buyer? 


Y The remains of a Coles lorry-mounted 
crane, set aside by Pace Garage Cranes & 
Transport, probably an ex-military unit, which 
seems to have seen plenty of action with the 
Maltese company. Note the British Railways 
wagon body in use as a store - amazing that 
such an item would have been exported to 
Malta... 
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A A well-loaded Thames Trader 7 - 
tonner, seen embarking onto the ferry 
to and from the small neighbouring 
island of Gozo. The vehicle was fitted 
with a Perkins six cylinder diesel. 
Judging from the way the rear end is 
down on the tyres, as much power as 
possible was needed. Notice the lack 
of nearside rear view mirror, making 
reversing such a loaded vehicle quite 
an art... 

< A Foden six-wheeled mixer with 
S39 cab fitted to many such vehicles 
during the 1970s. A familiar sight on 
Britain's roads, this one was no doubt 
shipped straight out from Britain and 
given a Maltese-style colour scheme 
for its new job. 


A A Bedford S Type tractor unit makes 
light work of hauling a low-loader trailer 
with a bucket-loader up a steep street on 
the island. Instead of the rotating amber 
hazard lights seen everywhere these 
days, the hazard lights fitted to the top of 
the cab are reminiscent of the indicators 
fitted to many British vehicles in the early 
1960s. 
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Above: An AEC Mammoth Major Mk V eight-wheeler from the Salvu Meli fleet 
being loaded at the dockside with drums of fuel oil. Much of the island's fuel was 
imported this way at the time. 


Right: A Cummins-powered Guy Big J8 platform-bodied eight-wheeler of 
Zombor Trans, called 'Saint Mary' carries a 20 ft container, only restrained by a 
rope through the twist lock corner. 
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Above: A Gardner 150-powered Guy Invincible eight-wheeler from the Louis Magri & Sons fleet sits at the docks with a palletized load which looks like 
bottled water. There is a Bedford J Type and a Foden S80 to the rear. 




























